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and refined World, tft Poeſy, whoſe Original - 
Divine, ſhould be. enſlavd ta, Vice and Pro- 
nee, - that an Art inſpird from” Heaven 3 
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as to be engag'd in the Intereſts of Hell. How unhap- 
Row lay it. 411. from its moſt glorious Deſign? 
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to _—_ vileſt Purpoſes, while the Sons of Piety 
moutn the Sacrilege and the Shame. 
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ſtiaus have to their eternal Shame ſurpaſſed the vileſt 
of che Gentiies. They have not only” diſrobd Reli- 
gion of all che Ornaments of Verſe, but hare em- 


pioy d their Pens in impious \Miſchicf 50 deem. her 


native Beauty and defile her Honours. 1 
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_ dieft her up in a moſt vile and-ridiculous Diſguiſe, 
for the es of the ruder Herd of Mankind. The 
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ſon far 'and (eatter'd wide the mortal InfeRioir; Irs 
chte Youth have been etiriced/to! Sig beyond the 
vicious" Pröpenftties of Nature, plüng'd early into 
Diſeaſes and Death; and funk down to Damnation in 
Multitudes. Was it for this that Poeſy Was endued 
with all rheſe Rllurements that lead the "Mind away. 5 
| in a pleaſing Captiyity? Was it for cis lie was für- 
2 Witkr ſo many intellectual Charms; chat ſhne 
. t ſeducs the Heart from God the original Beauty, 
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| of tis great malicious Spirit, to finde the Rights of _ 

3 —_— and to bring ſwift and everlaſting Beſtruct : 
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1 before the great Judge; hen the Blood of many Souls 8 
whom they never ſie: ſhall:be Hid to the Charge of 2 


their Writings,” aud be dreatfully- requir'd at their 
Hands ? The Reverend Mr. Collier has ſet this awful 
Scene before them in juſt and flaming Colours.” If 
the Application were not too rude and uncivil, that 
noble Stanza of my Lord e on a Pl. your ; 
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Sieg Jo bright beyond" the Wen fand ibn : 
| or. Writers; how mich more muſt their De- 
criptions of God and Heaven exceed all that is 
offible to be ſaid by a meaner Tongue? When they 
ppeak of the, e of „ He 'inbabjts K- 

'  termity, and ſits upon the Throne F by Holintſs, in the 


mid}t- of Light inacceſſible. When his Holineſs is men- 


tion'd, the Heavens are not Kea 175 bis Sight, be charges 
bit Angels nh Folly : He looks tu the Moon and it # 80 | 
not, and the Stars are not pure {+ rh bis Eyes: H a 
bas God, and a conſuming. If we ſpeak of 
Strength, Bebold, be is ſtrong : He removes the Mountains, 
nd they know it nor, He overturns them in bis Anger: He 
nales the Earth from ber Place, and ber Pillar. tremble”: 
He makes a Path thro the m 11 2 Waters, he diſcovers the 
APRON of the World: T. rr, 0 F Hear en are 92 
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to keturn my Thanks to Ae nd ingenious Hand 
cas ede me to ſuch Entertainments iti a foreign 
Language which I had long wiſhd for, —— ? in 
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Segen armed by Wit and Fancyß as to be- 
come Sovereign 


rtr all tile A and manage our Smiles and 
eur Tears at Pleaſure: How wondrobs'a:Canqueſt 
be obtain d over a wild World; and reduce ĩt at 
„ to Sobriery if the fame happy Talent were em- 5 
nwnlyed in drefling the Scenes Religion. in their 
Proper Figurbs of Majeſty; Sweetneſs ant Terror, The 
Wondersof Creating Power, of e Wis . — and. 
2 ing Grace, ought not to be thus impio 
8 25 by thoſe whom Heaven has endu d with a Giſt 
is proper to adprñ and cultivate them ; an Art whoſe 
ſweet Inſimustions might almoſt convey Piety into 
veſiſtihg Natuſe and melt ther hardeſt Souls” ta the 
Hove ob Vertu. The Affairs of this Life wich their 
Rufcrenczroartite to com would ſhine bright in a 
Dramatic fc ription; nortortler ro ary meed or any: 
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ery frond thimantent — 
Modern Scenes would be bettet uiiderſtood dwimhoſt! 
. Readers;andcheApplicarion would be much morcicaſy. . 
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an infernal Source. This the incomparable. 
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Sir Richard e in the 3 of Dy: 
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Numbers of Piyda, or the noble Meaſures of Milton 
withopt Rhime, would beſt maintain the Dignity f 

the Theme, as well as give a Looſe to the 77 — Soul, 

nor check che Raptutes of her Faith and Lore. Tho 
in m uy feeble Attempts of this kind I have too often 

.  utthappily fetter d my Thoughts in the narrow Metre 
ef -our ola Pſalm- Tranſlatofꝭ ; I have contracted and 

cCrampt the Senſe;" or render d it obſcure and fee- 

e the: too en _ r couralh earner of 

If my Friends . any „Reaſbn of the follow- 
25 Compoſures, and of che fut or ſecond Publica- 
tion, I entreat them to accept of this Account. 

The File aſſures them that Poeſy is not the Bakinels, 
hw Life; and if I ſeiz d thoſè Hours of Leiſure 

wherein my Soul was in a mdte ſprightly Frame to en- 
E them or my ſelf with a Didine or Moral Song, 

I hope I ſhall find an ealy Patdon- ban 
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Blat upontheReviewTfound ſonic Expreſſions chat were 
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deavour d to ſecure them all from being perverted and 


debas d to wanton Paſſions, by ſeveral Lines in them 


that can never be apply d to a meaner Love. Are not 


the nobleſt Inſtances of the Grace of Chriſt repre + 


ſented under the Figure; of a Conjugal State, and 


deſcrib'd in one of the ſweeteſt Odes and the ſofteſt © 
Paſtoral that ever was written? J appeal to Solomon in 
his Song, and his Father David in Pſal. 45. if David 


rous to ĩmitate Divinity too nearly in To nice an Affair. 
The Poems Sacred to Vertue, & c. were form d when 
the Frame and Humour of my Soul was juſt ſuited to 


the Sybjet of my Verſe: The Image of my Heart is 
n ; and if they meet with a Reader whoſe 
Soul is akin to mine, perhaps they may agreeably en- 


tertain him. 
neſs of Expreſſion will diſappear; the Sameneſs of 
the Humour will create a Pleaſure, and inſenſibly 
gvercome and conceal the Defects of the Muſe. 


The Dullnefs of the Fancy and Coarſe- 


Young Gentlemen and Ladys, whoſe Genius and E 
ducation have given them a Reliſh of Oratory and 
Verſe, may be tempted to ſeek ee eee | 


dangerous Diverſions of the Stage and impure 


nets, if there be no Proviſion of a ſafer kind made to: 


pleaſe them. While I have attempted td gratify 


innocent Fancy in this Reſpect I have not forgotten 
© to alluge the Heart to Vertue, and to raiſe it ta a Dif 
dain of brutal Pleaſures. The frequent Interpoſition 
of a devout Thought may awaken the Mind to a ſerious: 


nſe of God, Religion, and Eternity. The ſame 


lower Faculties with Surprize, Delight and Devotion 


at once; and thus by Degrees draw the ſuperiour 
Powers of the Mind to Piety. Amongſt the infinite 
Numbers of Mankind, there is not more Difference 


in 
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than what they are apply d to here; and I have en- 


1 the Author: And I am well aſſur'd that 1 
have never indulg d an equal Licence: Twas dangs 


Duty that might. be deſpis'd in a Sermon when pro- 
pos d to. their Reaſon, may her 8 perhaps ſeize the OT 


: 1 x - e 0 8 * . - 
7 1 4 2 N N <P t ; n 
2 N 6 2 1 * « (23 Sg 1 Fe a % a _— 


m: their outward Shape and Features, chan in their 


Temper and inward Inclination. Some are more ea- 
| fly ſaſepeve! of Religion in a grave Diſcourſe and 
ſeldate Reaſoning. Some are belt fri r. from Sin 

and Ruin by Terror, Threatning and Amazement; 
their Fear is the propereſt Paſſion to which we can 
addreſs our ſelves, and begin the Divine Work: Others 
can feel no Motive ſo powerful as that which applies 
it ſelf to their Ingenuity, and their poliſh'd Imaging 
tion. Now I thought it lawful to take hold of any 
Handle of the Soul to lead it away betimes from 


vicious Pleaſures; and if I could but make up a Com- 


Perhaps there are ſome moroſe Readers chat ſtand 


poſition of Vertue and Delight ſuited to the Taſte of 
well bred Youth and a refin'd Education, I had forme 
Hope to allure and raiſe them thereby above the vile 
Temptations of degenerate Nature, and Cuſtom that 
is yet more degenerate, When. I have felt a ſhgtte 
Inclination to _ or Burleſque, I thought it proper 
to ſuppreſs it. The grinning and the growling Mule 
— er hard to be obtain d, but I would diſdain theit 
Affiſtance where a manly Invitation to Vertue, and & 
friendly Smile may be ſucceſtfully etnploy d. Could 
I perſwade any Man by à kinder Methéd, I ſhould 
never think it proper to ſœbld or laigh at him. 


ready to condemn every Line that's wrieten upon the 

Theme of Love; but have we not the Gates and the 

Felicities of chat ſort of ſocial Life refireſerted to us 

in the facred' Writings. Some Exp : johs are there 
Ng 


uſed with a Deſign to give à mort Influence to 
our ſofteſt Affections; Others again brighten the Cha- 


| racterof that State, and allure vertubus Souls to Pure 


ue the divine Advantage of it, the mutual Affiſtance 
in the way to Salvation. Are not the 125th and 1287 
Fſalms indited on this very Subject ? Stall ie be lawful 
for the Preſs and the Pulpit to treat of it with a be- 
coming Solemnity in Profs; and muſt the Mention of 


dae ſame'thing in Poefy be pronoune'd' for ever ver 
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mid, Ide e eee a 1 Character . 
to write on this Argument, becauſe it has been unk 
happily polluted by ſome ſcurrilous Pens? Why may 


— 5 I have endeavour'd to recover this Argu- 
ment ont af the Hands of impure Writers, and to 


make it appear, ttiat Vertue and Love are not ſuh 


Strangers as they are repneſented. The bliſsful Inti- 
macy of Par wy — State will afford ſufficient Fur- 
niture for the grayeſt 


Times. ſome happi 
Service — a and by ſuperiour Senſe and 
al and uſeleſs. 


ſent the Eores; — FineneG, 
his  Eipretion in our ge. 
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raped gk 


-— au the: ſame Author, without the Mention of 


—— the Title. Methinks I can allow | fo ſu- 


perior a Genius now and then to be laviſh in his IÄma- 


ination, and to indulge ſome Excurſions beyond the 
imit of: ſedate Judgment: The Riches and Glory 
of his Verſe make Atonement in Abundance. I wi 


ſome able Pen would'1 ALT: more of 80 Trees ä 


and ble Our ere OY | | DT IM 


* 7 ? * 2 1 
> 4 — 


1 S . ' ; P& &f 
. 4 F 1 # 
: $ : 
p * — * * 1 - 2 3- 
LF 1 8 . 4 By 7 _ F 7 
. 5 : - — 4 + -46-o 71 5 "on. b 
* &5 . ** 2 6 ” : < 3 N . 
0 4 7 ; - 4 : 
; þ a 
* 5 * * 
. - 4 


— . —— eo —— ———— — ——————————— —C——— K „ 


permitted to obviate a common and a:grow» 

ing Milctue, | while a thouſand vile Poems of the a- 

morous Kind ſwarm. abroad, and give a vicious Taint 
to the unwary Reader : 2 L would tell the World 


Entertainment in Verſe; ſo that 
y dreſs d up in Ridicule, nor 
aſſumed only to furniſh out the lewd Sonnets: of the 
er Genius promote the ſame 
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The Taſcrip tions to particular Eriems uns warrant- 


5 and defended by the Practice of almoſt all the Lyric 


Writers. They frequently convey. the rigid Rules of Mo- 
rality to the Min d rap — Method-of Applauſe. 
_ Suſtain'd by — Example a Man will not eafily:'be 
.overwhelm'd by the heavieſt Oenſures of the unthink- 


ing and unknowing ; eſpecially. when there is a Sha- 


dow of this Practice in the Divine Pſalmiſt, while he 
inſcribes to Aſapb or Jedut bun his Songs that were made 
for the Harp, or (Which is all one) a e ws: 
they are addreſs'd to God:hinafelf.: itt wn nn 

In the Poems of Heroic Meaſure I have! attempted in 
Rhime the ſame Variety of Cadence, Comma and 
Period; which Blank Verſe glories in as irs — 
Elegance and Ornament. It degrades the Excellency 
of the beſt. Verſification when the Eiges run on 


| Couplets, twenty together, juſt in/the;ſame Pace and 


with the ſame Pauſes. It polls the nobleſt Pleaſure 
of the Sound: the Reader is tir d witch the [tedious 
Vniformity, or charm'd to ſleep with the unmanly 


Sofcneſs of the Nunengte and the Pere atChime of 
even Cadences. ien 

In the Eſſay. b Rbime 1 have. not 41 up Milton 
bo a perfect Pattern; tho-he-ſhall be for ever — ä 


as our Deliverer ſrom the Bonda ge. His Works con- 


tain admirable and unequall'd; Inſtances of bright and 


beautiful Diction, as well as Majeſty and Seteneneſs of 
Thought. There are ſeveral Epiſodes in his 1 
Works: that ſtand in ſupreme Dignity without aRivalj 
Poet all that vaſt Reverence ich which I read his Pa- 

* l. loft cannot perſwade me to be charm d with e- 
very Page of it. The Length of his Periods, and 
ſometimes of his Parentheſes runs me out of Breath 2 
Some of his Numbers ſeem too harſh and uneaſy. I 
__ Could. never believe that Roughneſs and Obſcurity 


added any thing to the true Grandeur of à Poem: 
nor will I ever affect Archaiſms,Exoticiſms,and a quaint 
e of S rm in order to FDECOME perfectly 
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the Song. Let him come och) a Deſire to be enter- 


tain'd and pleas d, rather than to ſeek his own Diſguſt 


and 2 Which will not be hard to find. Iam. 
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eſpy none: Tho I hope che Multitude of Alte- | 
- rations in this Edition are not without Amendment. 

There is ſo large a Difference between this and the 
former i in the . of T * and whole 
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any Reader to cot | ; 


them t 
ditions alſo make 9 half che oak, 
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correct, ad T-kidris I never ſhall. Tis one of hs 


biggeſt Satisfactions T take in giving this Volume 
| to the World, that I expect to be for ever free from 

1 Temptation of making or I Pot Poems again. 
| 9 Friends may be perfectly ſocure agaioft 
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